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PREFACE

The Digha-Nikaya (Vol. If), which is presented here
in the Devanagari, is the third volume of the series of Pali
Publications undertaken by the University. The aims
and objects of this series are to place in the hands of Pali
students and Sanskritists in genoral cheap editions printed
in the Dovanagari and thus remove their difficulties in the
matter of obtaining such Texts as are preseribed for
University Examinations in Pali and yet as are not
ordinarily available. The Vice-Chancellor, in his Fore-
word to the Nidana-Katha, has clearly set forth these aims
and objeets. It is for the first time, that a Devanigari
adition of the Digha Nikaya (Vol. II) is published.

The Digha-Nikaya literally means a ‘ Collection of
Long Discourses’ and forms the First of the Five
Nikiayas or Collections, belonging to the Sutta Pitaka of
the Tipittaka or the Three Baskets. The Sutta Pitaka,
which is primarily concerned with the object of present-
ing the teachings of the Theravada Buddhism, forms one
the three Baskets, the other two Pitakas being the
Vinaya and the Abhidhamma. According to the
standard divisions of Pali Literature, there is the
Dhamma and the Vinaya.! In the Maha Parinibbana
Sutta, Gotama tells Ananda that after the departure of
the former, the Dhamma and the Vinaya, which he has
taught would constitute the Master of the Bhikkhu's
Brotherhood (Samgha)? These belong to the Pali canon,
and may be taken to correspond to the Magadhi canun of
the third century B.C. This fact can be proved from the
Inscriptions of the Emperor Asoka. In his Bhabra
edict are mentioned the titles of seven texts, which have
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been traced to the Sutta Pitaka. From the sculptures and
remains of the Bharut and Sanchi Stapas, containing the
names of Jataka stories and those of * Bhanaka * (reciter),
Suttaptika, Paificanekayika, Petaki, inscribed on the
monuments, it can be clearly shown, that some time before
the 2nd century B.C., there was already a collection of
Buddhist Texts, divided into Nikayas and Suttas and that

prior to the 2nd century B.C. a Buddhist canon, largely
resembling the present Pali canon was in existence.?
Thus, the date of the Digha can be ascertained with a
degree of certainty.

The Digha-Nikaya is divided into three parts.
Silakkhandha, Mahavaggs and Patheya or Patikavagga.-
There are 34 Suttas, contained in them, each treating fully
of one or several points of Buddha’s Doctrines. The general
nature of the form and contents of the Sutta Pitaka.—
Prose dialogues, and narratives, sayings and songs, similes
and parables—are to be found in this Nikdya as well.
It contains spseches of the Buddha, preceded by a short
introduction or dialogues with outline narratives
(Itihasa-Samvada, Itihass dialogues,) found in the Upa-
nisads and the Mahabharata.® These are, generally, in
prose form, although verses, (gathids) are found scattered,
with various objects in view. The name Digha represents
the length of the discourses, as opposed to the moderate
length (Majjhima) of the Majjhima Nikdya or the collec-
tion of the medium-—sized Suttas. The three parts, into
which the Digha is divided ' differ in contents and
character, but all of which contain earlier and later
strata of tradition”.® The present volume (No II) is
composed of the longest Suttas (Mahavagga) some of
which have attained to this bulk owing to interpolations.
In form, also, the Suttas form a mixture of prose and
verse. No, 20, for example, is almost entirely in verse.
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On coming to the nature of the subjects dealt with in
Vol. I, we find them to be entirely ethical. These ethical
doctrines are frequently set against the teachings of the
Brahmanas and those of other masters The very first
Sutta is the Brahmajala or Brahma's net and sums up
in a masterly manner the entire religious life and thought
of ancient India. They contain the sixty-two heresies and
speculative views about the soul. The second Sutta. viz, the
Samaifiaphalasutta or the Sutta,that sets forth the fruit of
priest-hood. ‘It acquaints us with the views of a whole
series of prominent non-Buddhist teachers and founders of
sects and silani. The Ambattha Sutta touches the history
of the caste system and Buddha’s attitudes towards caste.
The other Suttas contain discussion on the question of the
essential quality of & Brahmin; right and wrong modes
of sacrifice, means of the attainment of the divine
eye and ear; discussion on soul and body; asceticism;
mastery of trance and individual soul; practice of
wonders or miracles; ethics of teaching and teachers,
and criticism of the position or the Brahmanas, who, base
their religious life on the system of the three Vedas
(Tevijja or three Vedas)® As we pass on to Vol. II, the
first Sutta is the Mahipadina Sutta or the sublime story.
It lays down the general conditions of the advent of the
Buddha and introduces the detailed account of the pre-
vious gix Buddhas. This may be put as the historical
basis of the Mahavastu.” It further stresses the side of
the ethical discipline of the Patimokhha, as apart from
its being a Penal Code and lastly, the doctrine of the
Bodhisatta, or the Wisdom Being, is attempted to be set
down here. This Sutta may have been an attempt on the
part of a pious Bhikkhu to compose a life of the
Buddha under the guise of describing the life of Vipassi,
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The next Sutta, the Mahanidanasutta or the doctrine of
the Nidinas or Paticcasamuppada or Dependent Origi-
nation, is not refreshing reading. It explains the
doctrine of Paticcasamuppada, theories about the soul, the
seven kinds of beings (Vififianathitiyo) and eight kinds
of Vimokkhas. Besides these, there are set forth the causes
of birth, death, old age and disease. It tries to bring
home to Ananda the deep and profound character of
Gotama's doctrine of Paticcasamuppada, which finds
its fullest exposition in this Sutta.

The next sutta, the Mahi Parinibbanasutta or the
discourse on the great Nibbana is the most im-
portant one in every respect. It is neither a dialogue nor
a speech, but a continuous record of the later part of
Buddha's life. hig last utterances and finally passing away.
The oldest parts of the record belong to the oldest part of
the ‘Tipitaka. Winternitz says “I do not hesitate to see
the beginnings of a Buddha biography in the oldest part
of this Sutta”?® There may have been a Nibbinasutta,
which by means of interpolations and additions grew
longer and longer, till it attained the name of
‘Maha, on the analogy of the ‘Bharata’ and the ‘Maha-
bharata’. The story of the Buddha’s first illness: the
openness of his teaching without any ‘closed fist’,’ his
denying to himself the claims of being regarded as the
Jeader of the Samgha, his last utterances, Ananda’s
child-like simplicity, the kindly words of consolation of
the Master, and the verses, strewn throughout—all these
decidedly bear the stamp of antiquity and originality and
present to the reader the Personality of the Buddha most
effectively. Side by side with this, however, there are
other parts, where he performs miracles like a demi-god
or & magician ; he also boasts of his power and expects a
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request from Ananda for the prolongation of his life, and
enumerates the eight causes of earthquakes. These and
gsimilar others are certainly additions.' The conditions of
welfare of a samgha and of a people like the Vajjians have
a value for us as bespeaking the developed ideas of perfect
organisations or society. There are further bits like the
Lineage of Faith, the Mirror of Dhamms, the Four
Authorities, Four places of Pilgrimage, efficacy of
erecting cetiyas, his sermons to lay—persons of Patali-
gama. his meeting with Ambapali and the Licecahavis,
and his meeting with the ministers of Ajatasattu.—these
also may have been later. In spite of all these the ‘Mosaic
compound of earlier and later pieces’, the essential
character of the Sutta, viz, of its being a life history of
the later part of tho Buddha, has not suffered.

The next Sutta, the Mahasudassanasutta, has come
out of a Jataks story and been developed into a narrative
with a gorgeous description of the riches and glory of the
king Mahiasudassana. It is regarded as a ‘epiritualised
Sun-myth.’ It is at the same time essentially Buddhistic, as
the last verse teaches the vanity of all riches and
component things and the essential efficacy of righteous-
nesg. The whole Sutta reads like a Fairy tale and
contains a wealth of description, rhetorical phrases and
figurative expressions, employed in the description of the
giory and majesty of the king Mahasudassana. A partial
description of this can be found in the Sukhdvati Vyiha.'!
The next Sutts, the Janavasabha, contains discussions on
important topics, such as, re-birth of the faithful upasakas
of Gotama and the effect of his name on others. The gods
of the Hindu Pantheon are made to assemble here, and the
superiority of Gotama’s creed is made to be accepted by
them. The prologue is quite normal and afterwards the
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story reads like a fairy tale ‘quite well told and very
edifying, and full of subtle humour.'"?

The next Sutta, the Maha Govinda sets forth the ideal
of the companionship with the Brahma ( Brahmasaha-
vyati) as distinguished from the Arhatship. It also is
gsprung up from a Jataka story. It further gives us an idea
of ancient Indian History and Geography. The size and
the shape of India, the idea of its being like Sakatamukha,
the front portion of a cart, and India's division into seven
equal parts—are very suggestive. It gives us an
account of the renunciation of Maha Govinda with a large
number of followers and his seven wives. The Tavatimsa
gods are mentioned and Sakka is made to utter :ight para-
graphs in praise of the Buddha. Govinda's impartiality
and straightforwardness and utter absence of greed and
absolute freedom from curruption are typically excep-
tional from those of Brahmins, as the latter are hinted at
as a class. The superiority of Bu ldhism and its acceptance
as such by Indra and other gods, are shown wmore
prominently in this Sutta. Inthe Mahavastu, a Text of the
Mahayana, this is traceable as the Govindiya Sutta.

The next Sutta, the Miha Samays is very peculiar
from one point of view. Buddhism has been believed to be
atheistic and. in a sense, Buddha's teachings admit of
no consideration of this question of the existence of God.
Before the rise of Buddhism, however. Brahmanism
was prevalent and to satisfy the popular and mass
mind, the Buddhist was not put to the necessity of inven-
ting Purdnas. Buddhists appropriated to themselves the
older ideas of the Brahmins and therein effected due
changes. Buddhism does not regard the gods as immortal.
The Poet has tried here to describe all of them assembled
together in the grove of Kapilavastu to see the Blessed
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One. First are mentioned the gods, balonging to the Earth
and denizens of caverns and dales. Then are mentioned
the four guardian angels, Gandharvas, Nag®s, Asuras and
60 other gods, and lastly, are mentioned Sanankumira
and Tissa Brahmas, They include all the pantheon of
Brahmanism; though some of them sound quite foreign.
This Sutta atfords us a good example as to how there is
evolution in the ideas of gods, according to the stage
of development of human thought and the continual
change in animistic belief, then prevalent in India, The
versification is hopeless, grammar questionable, and
compositon awkward and wanting in elegance. The
mention of Venhu" (Sk. Vishnu) is suggestive.

Tae next Sutta, the Sakkapaiiha or the Questions of
Indra, is in some respects the most interesting of all the
mythological Suttas of this collection. Indra, the lord
of gods, scarcely dares approach the Buddha. He
first sends Paficasikha gandharva, who, strangely
enough, sings & love-song ! The Buddha, however, receives
Indra with his usual geniality of temper and answers
all the questions asked by him, The questions asked
deal with ethics and psychology. The Story of Gopaka is
introduced into the framework of the Sutta.

The group of Suftas from the Janavasabha to the
Sakka Pafihe may be mentioned as semi-poetical
and mythological. Their great object isto prove the
superiority of Buddhism and show to the masses that
even the gods in Hinduism approve of and pay respect
to the Buddha and his teachings and his disciples as
well. Indra, gods and demi-gods are represented as
devout worshippers of the Buddha. Popular gods
and popular love-songs are introducéd through these
Suttas to serve this sole purpose,
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The next Sutta, Mahasatipatthina is scarcely re-
freshing. Itis a type of priestly suttas. The Four Intent
meditations (Satipatthinas) are exhaustively dealt

with. The development of mindfulness or ‘attention’in
modern psychology, is a surer guide on the Aryan Path.
Sati (Sk. Smriti or consciousness) which always plays an
important part in Buddhism is coupled with Sampajafifia
(swakening). Rhys Davids says ‘Stress is laid on the
Upanishad ideal of Intuition, especially as regards the
relation between the soul, supposed to exist inside each
human body and the Great Soul’"." This and the Mahani-
dana Sutta are not in tune with the general spirit of these
Suttas, in which stories and narrative elements (Itihasa)
predominate. These Suttas countain tedious repetitions
and a mechanical method of presentation and to an
average mind they are bound to prove uninteresting.
The last Sutta, the Payasi, is a real dialogue between the
unbelieving Payasi and the Bhikkhu Kumaéara Kassapa.
1t is a real lively dialogue, recalling the Platonic style.
Winternitz remarks, “Even this Sutta is not original,
but is an Itihasa dialogue. enlarged to its disadvantage,
which has been borrowed from another secct”'® The
chieftain Payasi does not believe in this world or the next,
there is no fruit of good or bad deeds, no development, no
apparitional existence. Kumara Kassapa. by employing
similies and arguments, ultimately succeeds in converting
him. It is in fact, a prototype of the Milinda Paiiha
and follows the same method. 1t is really interesting to
go through this Sutta and read the questions proposed
and explanations offered. The questions are sucir as
occur to every thinking mind. We find in this Sutta an
apparent admission of the existence of the soul theory:
but after a careful reading we shall discover, that it is not
necessary to presume the existence of soul, but as the
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Buddha wanted to preach the importance of action, he
introduced the Attachment Groups (Vasana) to account
for the existence of this world or the next and the fruit of

good or bad deeds. “This Sutta has a Jaina counterpart

in the Raya Paseni, which is but a somewhat later and

magnified legend of the chieftain Payasi™.'

This bare indication of the subject matter and con-
tents of the Suttas in this volume will give the reader an
ides of the variety, the importance, the comprehensiveness’
and theliterary, social, religious, intellectual, commercial
and political sidelights, these Suttas throw, especially
with regard to Northen India, This collection further gives
the reader a fairly good idea about the main teachings of
Buddhism, which it is the chief object of the Sutta Pitaka
as & whole to give. The Digha and the Majjhima Nikayas
form a veritable mine of knowledge and information
of the Buddha’s doctrines. The Samyutta, the Anguttara
and the Khuddaka presuppose nothing new, in point
of teachings or 'doctrines, but deal with the method of
arrangement of these teachings. Hence the import-
ance of the Digha Nikaya. In fact, the Buddha and the
Dhamma are fully enlightened in the course of this
Nikaya.

This edition is not a mere reprint in the translitera-
ted form, of the P. T. 8. edition or a Burmese or a
Singhelesa edition. There are a number of mistakes
corrected, readings, accepted or rejected. The Peyyalam
is used intelligently and where it is possible to do so, with-
out causing any difficultiesin the proper understanding
of the Text. The method followed in the First book of this
series has been continued. We have freely used commas ()
to represent either the punctuation or the dropping of a
letter or the merging of a letter in the processs of Sandhi
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or the beginning and the completion of direct speech.
we have, as for as possible, discontinued, the use of an
Anuswara (=) (Pali: Niggahita) and have taken the
corresponding nasal and joined it to the next letter. e. g.
We have preferred to write 5% and nof 1%, |¥I® and not
§at- In the Burmese and Singhalese editions, this is a
common feature, The introduction of bold types has
been continued. Proper names, subjects and topics,
enumerations or any technical word or an important
sentence—these are, for the first time, indicated by the use
of bold type, but small type is used, when repeated. The
use of the comma and the bold type, has been generally
attended to, but it does not profess to be absolutely faultless,
Reference Paras and-sections of the P. T. 8, edition are re-
tained to facililate the work of the Pali student in refering
to the English translation of the Digha. We have not given
the correction slip, because, the mistakes are so apparent
that a scholar of Pali will easily understand them. We
have also not given the Index, because the bold type
that is used should serve its purpose for the student,.

To make & copy of this volume in Devanigari
characters was the first thing to be done and
Mr. D. M. Tatke, M.A, undertook as a labour of love,
to do it to my entire satisfaction, and for this my
thanks are due to him, Further, Mr. R. K, Acharya sat
with me for honrs together, when the Press copy had
to be made and proof sheets had to be corrected. All this
is a labour of love and proceeds out of a genuine desire to
propagate a knowledge of Pali by removing the handicaps
in the way of Pali students. My thanks are due to him.

The Bombay Vaibhav Press undertook this publica-
tion and has carried it through to my satisfaction.
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In conclusion, I cannot but express my heartfelt
thanks to the University for having given me an opportu-
nity to carry out my ideas in editing these Pali Texts and
providing funds for their publication. I hope that the
Syndicate will give some definite form to the scheme of
publication and show to the public their readiness to
undertake any work, that holds out an ideal of dessimina-
tion of knowledge and a study of culture.

Bombay University, }

June 1936. N. K. BHAGWAT.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

xvi
NOTES TO THE PREFACE.

Cf. Bahira-N1dana Vannani, Kosambl, page 5.

Vide : Text, Page 122..

Winternitz, A History of Indian Literature, Vol. II,
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English Translation, Page 39.

Vide : Text: ‘Acariya Mutthi’, Page 83.

Winternitz: A History of Indian Literature, Vol. 1I,
English Translation, for the original parts
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heaven of the Buddha Amitabhs.
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Page 103.

Vide: Text: Page,192  Correct to 3ug.
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